48                          A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

sisted of the parts already mentioned, namely, tlie
knowledge of the stars, the motions of the heavenly
bodies, and their revolutions and influences; that is
to say, the study of nature, of philosophy, and astro-
nomy. 2. Artificial or rational magic, in which
they included the knowledge of all judicial as-
trology, the casting or calculating nativities, curing
diseases by charms, by particular figures placed in
this or that position ; by herbs gathered at this or
that particular crisis of time, and by saying such
and such words over the patient, repeated so many
times, and by such and such gestures, stroking the
flesh in such and such a manner, and innumerable
such-like pieces of mimicry ; working not upon the
disease itself, but upon the imagination of the dis-
tempered people, and so effecting the cares by the
power of nature, though that nature were set on
work by the weakest and simplest methods imagin-
able. But, thirdly, the last is truly called diaboli-
cal and hellish magic, which was operated by and
with the concurrence of the devil, carried on by a
correspondence with evil spirits, with their help,
presence, and personal assistance, and chiefly prac-
tised by their priests. And thus you have the ge-
neral system of magic, according to my title: but I
must enter a little into the particulars.

The first sort of this magic I have already de-
scribed ; and I am still of this opinion, that in all the
first ages of the world, there was very little other
magic than this known among men; that all the
diabolical practices of the third sort, or the art and
legerdemain of the second sort of magic, was per-
fectly unknown to the magicians of Egypt or Arabia,
or afterwards of Chaldea, at least for a great while,

As for the magicians of Chaldea, I have named
them already, and we find nothing diabolical among
them: as to those of Egypt, especially such as were
ordinarily called so, it is evident also they were ge-